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THE NEWSLETTER FOR ASPIRING STUDENTS IN THE GECAC EDUCATIONAL TALENT SEARCH PROGRAM 

- Michael A. Simon / ETS Program Coordinator / Academic Counselor  -  msimon@gecac.org 

TThhaatt  wwaass  tthheenn……tthhiiss  iiss  nnooww.. 

As the 2005-2006 GECAC 
Educational Talent Search 
Program gets underway, it’s 
interesting to note that it combined 
a little bit of old with the new.  The 
summer activities began with a 
visit to LaRoche College, an 
independent, private, Catholic 
College founded in 1963, and PNC 
Park to watch the Pittsburgh 
Pirates battle a new team formed 
this year-the Washington Nationals 
(formerly the Montreal Expos.)  
The following week the tour bus 
headed to the University of Buffalo 
and then on to Old Fort Niagara.  
Built to guard the entrance to the 
Niagara River, the original stone 
buildings have withstood time 
since 1726.  It was with a feeling of 
awe to touch the actual stone laid 
in place by a member of the 
French Army over 270 years 
before. 

Edinboro University of Pennsylvania is one of  fourteen 
universities in Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher 
Education.  It is the largest University in Northwestern 
Pennsylvania.  The University’s main campus is located in 
Edinboro, PA with extension campuses in Erie and Meadvill e.  
The main campus is 585 acres with 45 buildings, including 6 
residence halls, and a 5-acre lake.  Edinboro is a small and safe 
community.  It is approximately 20 miles south of Erie which 
will give you the feeling of being away from home but not far 
away from home! Edinboro, PA has a community of  6,950 
residents.    
   

Desirae Doty – J.S. Wilson 
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Students tour the Le Cordon Blue 
Culinary Arts school in Pittsburgh. 

The campus is culturally diverse with approximately 8,000 graduates and 
undergraduate students who come from all over the United States, as well as 40 
countries from around the world.   

The average first-year class size is approximately 28 students.  The 
student population is about 58 percent women and 42 percent men.  Edinboro 
offers its students many options for potential majors.  The University offers 
more than 100 Associate, Bachelor's, and Master's Degree programs in 24 
Academic Departments, and 57 minors programs. Edinboro University has 
been named one of top 100 Universities in the Northern Region by the U.S. 
News & World Report. 
 Edinboro University hosts more than 220 student clubs and 
organizations including Greek organizations (fraternities and sororities), 
professional organizations, special interest groups, and activity groups.  
Edinboro offers 14 intercollegiate sports for men and women. 

( GLQERUR�8 Q LYHUVLW\ �

At the Pennsylvania Institute of Culinary  
Arts, we watched aspiring students learn the 
techniques of the Le Cordon Bleu method of 
cooking that dates from 1896, then marveled 
at the new technology of Imax at the 
Carnegie Science Center. The admission 
staff at Cleveland State University was 
proud to showcase the transformation of the 
original engineering building into new dorms, 
and our visit to the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame illustrated the origins and influences 
of today’s music. 
The start of a new school year can also be a 
time for reflection and aspiration, of looking 
back on the old and welcoming the new.  
The GECAC Educational Talent Search 
Program is anxious to help you realize your 
academic potential by replacing stale, 
ineffective habits and attitudes with new 
perspectives for being a success.  Many of 
you will become acquainted with new staff 
members who have fresh ideas for helping 
you reach your academic and career goals 
during the new school year.  
 

- Cassaundra M. Duck /Academic Counselor 
cduck@gecac.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCaarreeeerr  PPrrooffiillee::  DDeennttiisstt 
-Rob Gibson / Academic Counselor 

rgibson@gecac.org 

One of the biggest life 
decisions any person will 
ever make is what career 
field to enter. Most high 
school seniors should have 
a general career goal. One 
of the fastest growing career 
areas is in the medical field. 
Several months ago I took a 
group of 8th grade students 
on a field trip to explore 
careers in dentistry. We 
talked with Dr. Merys 
Downer-Garnette, DMD to 
give us an insight on what it 
takes to become a dentist.  
Q. What does a dentist 
do?  
A. I own my own practice 
which means I’ve got do the  

dentistry, the business part  of   
it as well as the people part of 
it…as far as dentistry goes…I 
do cleanings for people, 
fillings for teeth and try to 
keep teeth healthy because 
that keeps the body healthy. 
Q.  How did you g et started 
in this field? 
A.  Well, I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do in high school 
but I always liked science, I 
liked people and I liked 
working with my hands. When 
I went to college I knew I 
didn’t want to do medicine. 
When I finished college I had 
an old friend who was a 
dentist…and he said, “you 
have your bachelors in 
biology, why don’t you think    
about going into to dentistry”. 
I went to visit his office and 
saw what he did and decided 
to apply to dental school. 
Q.  Which classes in schoo l 
are important? 
A.  You have to have a very 
strong science background 
and you’ve got to do well  in  

math…you can have an 
English major and go to 
medical school but you have to 
have…a core background in 
science. 
Q.  How many years of 
schoo l do you n eed to 
become a dentist?  
A.  I did four years of college, 
four years of dental school and 
then I did a two-year post -
graduate program after 
that…it’s not really a matter of 
how long it takes, it’s more the 
end result. 
Q.  What is the average 
salary?  
A.  I would say a dentist salary 
would range anywhere from 
$70,000  to  $500,000…it 
depends on what you’re doing. 
Q. Do you h ave any final 
though ts? 
A. Some people are born and 
they know what they want to do 
right away,  but with some of us 
it takes a little longer. 
 

 www.bls.gov/k12/index.htm 
 

www.collegeboard.com 
 

www.actstudent.org 
 

www.overview.com/colleges 
 

www.adventuresun education.org 
 

www.educationplanner.com 
 

www.infoplease.com/homework 
 

www.axa-achievement.com  
 

www.homeworkspot.com 
 

www.pbskids.org/itsmylife/school/ti
me/  
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Top Ten Things College Admiss ions Officers Loo k For: 
-Sara Miller  / Academic Counselor - smiller@gecac.org 

1.  High Schoo l Grades/Class 
Rank: 

College admissions 
representatives pay close attention 
to your high school transcripts.  
They look at how you have 
performed academically over the 
course of your high school career.  
They also look at how you rank in 
class standing.  Most colleges 
prefer that the student participate 
in a college preparatory program 
in high school. 
 

2.  SAT or ACT scores: 
Some institutions will accept either 
a SAT score or an ACT score.  
Check with the institution to see 
which test they prefer.  High 
school students should plan to 
take the test in the fall of their 
junior year and then again in the 
spring of their senior year. 
 
3.  SAT Subject Tests (formerly 

SAT II) scores: 
Students can take a subject test to 
demonstrate their mastery in a 
certain subject area like English, 
Mathematics, History, etc.  

Many colleges use the SAT 
Subject Test scores for 
admission and course 
placement.  Check with the 
institution to see if they prefer 
you to take a SAT Subject Test. 
 

4.  Advanced Placement 
Courses and Test scores: 

College admissions 
representatives look over high 
school transcripts to see what 
challenging high school courses 
a student has taken.  AP courses 
are a great way to show colleges 
that you can perform well in 
higher-level courses.  Many 
colleges will accept an AP 
course as college credit if you 
score high on the AP test.   
 

5.  College Essays: 
Not all institutions require an 
essay for admission.  However, 
most colleges ask questions on 
their admissions applications.  
Some colleges use an essay to 
place you in the proper English 
courses. Colleges are looking for 
students to be creative, express 
their personalities, and to give 
their views on certain issues.  

The main goal is to clearly 
express your idea with adequate 
support from  readings, or 
observations.  You want to use 
proper form, grammar, and word 
usage when writing your essay. 
 

6.  Extracurr icular Activities: 
Admissions representatives look 
for well-rounded individuals who 
participate in extracurricular 
activities.  They like to think that 
you will continue to participate in 
activities when you come to 
college.  If you do not participate 
in any extracurricular activities, 
try volunteering for a nursing 
home, church, food pantry, or a 
community service organization. 
 

7.  Recommendations: 
Some institutions will ask you for 
references or recommendation 
letters.  You want to ask 
someone that knows you well 
such as a teacher, counselor, 
clergy, employer or even a 
coach. 
 

8.  Interviews: 
Colleges are more likely these 
days to request an interview with 
a student.  Some federal loan 
programs are also requesting  
 
 

interviews.  They want to know 
that you are serious about 
college.  Colleges use the 
interview process to tell you 
about the school and to find out 
more information about you.  Try 
to be knowledgeable about the 
college before the interview so 
you are not asking questions that 
can be found in the college 
catalog.  Try to express why you 
chose their school and why you 
think you are a good fit for them. 
 

9.Answers to Application 
Questions: 

Some colleges ask questions on 
their applications to obtain extra 
information about you.  
Admissions representatives are 
looking at what make you 
different from other applicants.  
They may ask you about your 
extracurricular activities or 
hobbies, what honors/awards 
you have received, or your 
reasons for choosing their 
school. 
 

10.  Personal factors: 
These factors include race, 
gender, economic and  
background. 

Dr. Merys Downer-Garnette, 
 DMD 
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  ACT Test and Registration Dates    

  

� ����� � ����� � �����! �"�#�$�"��&%(' ) *,+�-�.0/213*

December 10, 2005 November 4, 2005 
February 11, 2006 January 6, 2006 

April 8, 2006 March 3, 2006 
June 10, 2006 May 5, 2006  
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U.S Regular  
December 3, 2005 SAT & Subject Tests October 28, 2005  
January 28, 2006 SAT & Subject Tests December 22, 2005  

April 1, 2006 SAT only February 24, 2006  
May 6, 2006 SAT & Subject Tests April 3, 2006  
June 3, 2006 SAT & Subject Tests April 28, 2006  

cut here  
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 Bob Dylan©s real name is Robert Zimmerman. 
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 Every day more money is printed for Monopoly  than the 
US Treasury. 

 <�= >@?BADC�E�F�G�H
G�F�G�>JI3>K= A%A%G�CLE	C�MNAPO�Q�G�I3>K= ARGS>+T�UVESW

X

M�IYO�G�>[Z

 \^]�_�`�a�b�_-c d e@_gfih�aSjLk�eVa�l�a�mRk	`nc _�a�b^o�_-p�a"fq_�p�a�c csr	t

h�d uRv�w�_�f�x

 yzjL_�]�_�`�{L_�h�d fqk"|�_}k�e•~�_�d j
e@_�c |gu+w�_�`�_-d f�a

~�o�h�_�`%l�aSjNfqkSl�_�€3w�_S`�_^x

 •n‚�ƒ	„�…‡†‰ˆ ŠŒ‹�•�Ž+•�•N‘�‹	’K“ ”S• –3—�‹	—�˜�“ ™�Ž›š ‹	œ�š –3“ •�•�Ž •

•�™�œ�”�•�”Vž  

77KKHH��--HHRRSSDDUUGG\\ ��66XXUUYYLLYYDDOO��** XXLLGGHH��

Ÿ� ¡ �¢�£�¤�¥§¦i¨ª©K¢�©›«‰¬�­^®�¯i®�°�¬�¦i±[²‰±n³
²�£´¬�µ
²�¶§·�¸‰¸‰¸�¹%º�©›«�¬

»�¼‰½"¾�»�¿¡½À»
ÁDÂ�Ã
Ä�Å)ÂiÆ)ÁªÂ�Ä�½‰ÇY½�»�¾PÄ�½�È3É�Ç�Ê§Ä‰È�Ê ¼‰ÊËÈ�Ã‰»�Ì Í

Î
Ï‰ÐRÑ�ÒÔÓ�ÕYÖ›×�Ñ�Ø�Ù�Ñ�Ò�Ú�Û�Ï�ÖÜØÝÓ�ÕßÞ Ñ‰à‰Ñ"Þ�ØËÐ)Ð[×�Ó‰áDÕ�Ø§ÕYÖ›×�Ñ

ÖÜÏ
Î�Þ ÑÔÖKÓ�Ö›×‰Ñ�Ù�ØËâi× ãBä

 TTRRUUEE--FFAALLSSEE  TTEESSTT  TTIIPPSS  
å�æqçBè‰é é ê)ëËìBí‰îÝínè‰îÝíðï•ñ�îÝíòëÝî§çBínè‰óBæ›ô^í�îÝæ)ëËìBè‰ó

õÝö‰÷ ø+ùòú�ûnüýú¡øzþ¡þ ù�øzþ ø�ÿ

� ���������	��
 ��
�������������
 
�������
���� � ���������������������

������ ��"!�#�$&%�����'�%� �(�)�*+ �, ,	- '�*�,��� �./- *���,���'�0213 �.54

687�9�: ; <=; >�?	@�: ; A2>"BDC�>+E�>�?5F�9�: GH9�I�@�F�9�C�J�>+E�>�? I K

L�M+N�O�P	Q�N+P�P�Q�M�R�P N+P M�L�M S�TVU�W�X�TVY�Z"T	[/W�Z�\�] ]2^�_�T	`�Z

a�b cedgf�hji�k�l�m m noa�p�d�i�d�a n�q�d�r�s�t�k�l�m b s=b d�u�iem d�l+v�a r�l

s	l�m i�d"l�w�i2xHd�uDf

y

k�l�m b s=b d�u	i�m b z2d"{Dk�i�k�l�m m n�|�i�r�c�d+a�b ced+i�|�l�w�v

}

d�w�d�u	l�m m n�{~ced�l�wea�p�l+aVb s�a�p�d"i�a l�a d�ced�w a�•�l�w�€�d

•�r�w�i�b v+d�u	d+v"a	u/k�d�r�u�s	l�m i�d�v�d�q�d�w�v�b w

}

r�wea�p�d

•�b u�•�k�cei�a l�w�•�d�i�f+hji�k�l�m m nea�p�d+i�d�a n+q�d"r�s�t�k�l�m b s=b d�u	i

m d�l+v�a r�l�wel�w�i2x3d�u�r�s�a�u=k�dgf

•
s�l�w�n�q�l�u�a�r+s�a�p�d"t�k�d�i�a	b r�w�b i8s l�m i�d‚|�a	p�d wea�p�d

ƒ�„�…�† ‡	ƒ"ˆ�… ‰�… ƒ�Šeƒ�„�…�† ˆ8‹	‰�Œ ˆ�ƒ‚•�Ž+•�…2•=•�ˆ�…�Ž�ƒ+‘�‰�•�ˆ�ƒ“’�‰�‡�…

”+•�–"—�˜ –�˜ ™�še™�›�˜�œ —o˜�•=ž�™�Ÿ+”�™+—�›�  ˜�›�™+¡�™+—�—�–�•/œ ¢ £�š�–�¤2™

˜�¥�™�™�›�˜	œ •�™�—�˜ –+˜ ™�še™�›�˜�˜�•=ž�™g¦ �
 

Kenneth Wayne Jennings 
III  holds the record for the 

longest winning streak on 
the syndicated game show 

Jeopardy!, as well as other 
records. Jennings won 74 

games before he was 
defeated by Nancy Zerg on 

his 75th appearance. His 
total winnings on 
Jeopardy! totaled 

$3,022,700. 
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SAT Test and Registration Dates 

-Bridget Wood / Academic Counselor 
Bwood@gecac.org 

For more information on the SAT 
go to www .collegeboard.com or 

www .actstudent.org for 
information on the ACT. 
Feel free to contact your 

Educational Talent Search 
Counselor if you have any 

questions. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GECAC Educational Talent 
Search Program 

18 West 9th Street 
Erie, PA 16501 
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The Educational Talent Search Program 
identifies young people with the potential 
for education beyond high school, 
encourages and assists them in 
graduation from high school and helps 
them enroll in appropriate courses of 
post –secondary education. Educational 
Talent Search is a federally funded 
program of information, educational 
guidance counseling and support for 
students grades 6-12, secondary and 
post-secondary school dropouts, high 
school graduates to age 27 and veteran 
of any age. Sponsered by GECAC and 
hosted by Edinboro University of 
Pennsylvania, Educational Talent 
Search services are offered at no cost to 
all eligible participants. 

TRi O 
EDUCATIONAL TALENT SEARCH 

  Crawford Central School District      
  Erie School District 
  Fort LeBoeuf School District 
  General Mclane School District      
  Iroquois School District 
  Northwestern School District 
  Millcreek School District      
  Wattsburg Area School District 

 

We want your ideas! 
If you would like to contribute 
something to our newsletter 
please call or e-mail Michael 

Simon at msimon@gecac.org or 
Rob Gibson at 

rgibson@gecac.org 
 


